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Community Psychology Practice Council Meeting

Friday, September 21, 2012
Present: 

Bill Berkowitz

Gina Cardazone

Chris Corbett

Vince Francisco

Sharon Hakim

Jenn Hosler

Tiffeny Jimenez

Dave Julian

Michael Lemke

Gloria Levin

Rhonda Lewis

Bill Neigher

Emma Oglie-Oliver

Olya Rabin-Beyaev

Tom Wolff

Welcome to new members, Jenn H (faith-based practitioner, Wash DC) and Emma O (Marymount College in LA, CA).

Thanks to Gloria for meeting minutes.

1)  CEP and CPPC Collaboration:

Rhonda Lewis, new chair of CEP, expressed appreciation for the invitation to discuss joint initiatives of CEP and CPPC.

· Survey of graduate programs:  Every few years, Community Psychology (CP) programs are surveyed. CEP has revised the 2008 survey (using a Survey Monkey format) for 2012, in particular substituting competencies outlined in Jim Dalton’s paper in The Community Psychologist for those listed in the 2008 survey.  Tom W had earlier circulated and requested feedback on the draft survey.  The combined responses (mentioned were comments received from Al Ratcliff, Kyrah Brown, Sharon H) will be provided to Rhonda quickly.  (Rhonda, however, said there is no hurry because CEP got a late start. They expect to submit a report on the survey for the Spring newsletter (TCP), due mid-November.  In this survey, programs will be asked to describe their programs and students’ access to community psychology, on a scale ranging from exposure, to gaining experience, up to having expertise. Rhonda asked for comments on the strategy of using two metrics: measures of availability to content and of the quantity of access to content. CEP is interested in learning where the students gain the content (e.g., within the program, from field sites, etc.)  Tom suggested a change in wording to go from “Community Research and Action” to “Community Psychology.”

· Consultation to programs: This collaboration between CEP and CPPC resulted in onsite consultations to Pacifica and the American University of Cairo earlier this year, paid for from SCRA funds.  The current proposal is to concentrate on support for newly forming CP programs.  CEP/CPPC plan to submit a proposal to the EC, requesting $12,500 for this next initiative.

2) Practice Council Representative to the Executive Committee update (Bill N)
· Hiring an ED:  Of the 4 final candidates, 2 withdrew for salary considerations. The EC recently discussed the nature of the position as to the balance between administrative duties (e.g., maintaining electronic platforms) and driving SCRA’s strategic planning. The selection process continues.

· Financial Status of SCRA: The financial investment committee, including our own Chris C and Bill N, recommended and the EC approved employing an independent investment counseling firm, Hightower, which also manages the funds of SPSSI and Division 41. SCRA has a $1 million balance; its average annual operating funds are approx $400,000, including the initial costs of biennial meetings.

· Transparency of EC activities: After considerable discussion over many months, EC members are now unanimously in support of making its meeting minutes accessible to the membership, with the understanding that information will be recused if it contains certain private identifying information of people.  The materials will be a full version of the “running minutes” and will be posted on SCRA’s website. Bill N is supportive of the move to more transparency, considering SCRA’s nonprofit status and the need to better engage SCRA members. Bill B requested a full financial report on an annual basis. Practice Council Members requested that the notes be placed in an easily accessible area of the website. 

· Strategic planning:  SCRA president Jean Hill is urging further fine tuning of SCRA’s strategic plan, an initiative begun by the EC a year ago. She wants to have operational goals for 2013. The midwinter meeting will be held in Wash, DC (using APA meeting space) Jan 31-Feb 2, 2013.

· Updating SCRA Website:  Bill N and Roger Mitchell are working to create a one-stop website for community psychology/ science. This is expected to result in better branding of the field.

· Value Proposition:  The competencies will be included in the employment survey, which is under construction.

3)  Community Psychology Practice Council Leadership Evolution (Tom)
· New CPPC Co-Chair:  Greg Meissen has stepped down as co-chair; a new co-chair must be in place before the October meeting. (Tom expects to step down the following year.) Tom earlier attempted to enlist several persons, but all turned down the nomination, with the exception of Sharon Hakim. No other nominees came forward; nominations closed just prior to the meeting. Tom’s proposal to vote by acclamation at this meeting for the one nominee was not supported. Consensus was that the standard procedure should be followed, including polling the larger CPPC membership and thus maintaining full transparency.  Tom will email to the CPPC listserv background information on the co chair position and the election procedure, as well as a ballot that would list Sharon and space for write in candidates. Those on the CPPC email list will be asked to vote if they consider themselves “active participants” in CPPC. Ballots will be due 2 weeks after the email is circulated by Tom.

· New CPPC representative to EC.  No nominees had volunteered to fill this critical, 3-year position despite direct contacts by Tom to several persons.  Tom explained Bill N’s large impact on the EC as to strategic and financial planning.  Bill also has ably represented the practitioner perspective on the EC, advocating for our initiatives, and he has also kept CPPC informed of EC decisions.  Bill N called the role “challenging but rewarding.” The representative is expected to participate in monthly teleconference meetings and a midwinter meeting.  Consensus:  delete the current prohibition against academics serving in this role. Everyone is asked to be proactive in recruiting candidates for this position. We labored hard to be represented on the EC, so do not want to lose this access to or influence on the EC, especially advocating and defending the CPPC’s perspectives and proposals. Chris C. commented that serving on the EC is a natural for practitioners who have experience with managing nonprofit boards.  Consensus: students are eligible.

4)  CPPC/CEP Collaboration and Competencies (Tom & Rhonda Lewis) 

· See discussion in #1 above, about the in-process survey of community psychology programs, including the competencies currently being mastered by graduate students.

· Jim Dalton (CEP rep) and (CPPC rep) Susan Wolfe’s article pertaining to competencies is forthcoming in the TCP newsletter.

· A newly constituted group(in addition to old members) is being formed, including representatives from CEP and CPPC, which would propose next actions for SCRA around graduate training and the competencies..  Rhonda and Tom will be key coordinators for the joint effort.

· Tiffeny J explained the background of CPPC’s project to provide consultation to programs. See discussion above, with Rhonda Lewis, on this initiative. The focus of the collaboration is now transitioning so as to focus in on providing support to newly-forming community psychology programs.  She asked that everyone assist in identifying new programs and submitting contact information to her. She will send invitations offering a range of supports. Members of the prior joint task force will be absorbed into the newly forming collaborative group. Volunteers encouraged.
· Tom said that Shep Zeldin (creating a new program at Univ of Wisc) is willing to take the lead for the work group on new programs but not until November, when he completes his sabbatical.  Brian Christian, from Shep’s program, has shown interest in working on this initiative. Emma O is interested since she’s creating a new MA program in community psych at Marymount.
5)  Biennial Conference (Miami, FL, June 26-29, 2013)

· Tom wants us to brainstorm proposals that we can submit when the program committee issues a call for programs.  Gloria said that the mentoring program has been invited again for the Miami biennial. 

· Bill B criticized the low participation of local community members in many of the prior biennials, other than occasional tours of local programs. He would like to see opportunities for local groups to identify ways in which our field can be helpful to them.  
· Sharon H commended the interactive, small group format of the World Café (Montclair biennial), especially for a first-time attendee at a biennial.  
· Dave J commended the keynote speaker concept. Although Tom encouraged that we recommend possible keynote speakers, according to Sharon H, the biennial conference’s Facebook page already lists invited keynote speakers as Michelle Fine (CUNY Graduate Center) and Niki Harré (Univ of Auckland, New Zealand).
· Tom suggested that some of the profiles on our CPPC blog could become presentations for the biennial. 
6)  Online Community Psychology Education (Bill Berkowitz)

·  Bill B got approval from the TCP editors for a special section on online education for the Spring 2013 newsletter.  He will recruit a panel of experts from around the world to respond to the articles. He hopes to involve CEP members in the initiative, possibly having a CEP subcommittee created for online education.
· Bill has volunteered, at least for the time being, to be the conduit for ideas and information about this new initiative.

7)  Media Group (Bill B., Dawn Henderson, Olya, Suzette, Michael L)  

Olya reported the group is compiling a distribution list of outlets to whom to distribute bulletins about our field. Requested are both writers of content and ideas for sources to add to the distribution list.  Ideas mentioned:  Boston Globe’s feature on social sciences; Washington Post and other newspapers’ health sections (when the content is about the prevention aspects of Obamacare); Community Toolbox; Prevention Institute; the national Psi Chi organization and through the national group, obtain contact information for colleges and universities with Psi Chi chapters. (Sharon H cautioned that the national Psi Chi organization is protective of this information. An alternative is to contact the Psi Chi advisor at “our” universities to enlist their assistance in gaining that information on local chapters.)  Each member should identify at least one communication outlet for our messages, do research on the target including obtaining contact information, and send to Bill B and Olya. 
8) SCRA Policy Interest Group (Tom, Chris C.)

· Ideas were solicited for practice-oriented proposals that could be submitted to the Policy Interest Group (September 30 deadline) for policy mini-grants ($5,000 each).  Chris cautioned that, to be competitive, the proposals are expected to be highly substantive. We were encouraged to consider our own work for this opportunity. 

· The Policy group assembled a list of policy topics and community psychologists with relevant expertise in those. They will be approached to prepare major policy statements that could be adopted and advocated by SCRA.  However, the list is composed solely of academics, so we were urged to suggest  practitioners with expertise in relevant policy area.  Chris C. prompted that priority would be given to those statements with concrete proposals that could lead to legislation.

9)  Global Journal of Community Psychology Practice (Vince F)
· Vince reported on issues that are underway, including one on a Canadian conference held in May and proceedings from the last international conference which has 80 submissions. Ken Maton has proposed a special issue.  Sharon may propose the inclusion of reports from the first round of practice mini-grants. Vince expects to publish 4-5 issues in the next year.
· Discussion was held on the turnaround time for publication of submissions. Vince explained that non peer reviewed submissions (such as videos and book reviews) can have a quick turnaround. However, peer review continues to be slow, especially if revisions are required.

10)  SCRA Webpage – Online Forums and Blog (Gina C.)

The blog was somewhat inactive this summer. Gina asked that each of us submit a blog posting, even if only a paragraph in length.

11)  Mini-grants (Sharon H.)

A solicitation for the second round of mini-grants was distributed last week and, already, three proposals have been submitted.  Sharon’s idea of featuring already-funded projects in the Global Journal is intended, in part, to stimulate others to think of new proposal ideas.

12)  CP Practice Book (Susan Wolfe & Victoria Chien)   Susan was unable to attend but sent a report indicating that she and Victoria signed a contract with the publisher and expect to send instructions to the identified chapter authors by October 15.

13)  CPPC column for the next TCP newsletter (Susan Wolfe, in absentia)

· Susan W reported that the next column will be profile practitioners working as evaluators.  Rachel Becker Klein (the evaluator of the practice mini-grants) was enlisted as the editor of this column.

· On a different topic, Susan asked for volunteers to review proposals for SCRA’s program at the 2013 APA annual meeting.

14)  Early Career Initiative (Gloria L)  Gloria, who has been named to the steering group, reported that this initiative is growing and active.  The organizers will be asking to be named a formal interest group; are planning four more mentoring teleconferences on topics of interest to early careerists; and will submit a workshop proposal for the Miami biennial.  They are using innovative mechanisms for communicating, scheduling meetings, etc.  Chiara Sabine is the initial organizer (her assigned task as a member at large on the EC), but additional leadership within the group is emerging.

15)  Ask an Advisor for The Community Toolbox (Bill B)

Bill reported a full slate of advisors for 2013 but is recruiting advisors after that.  

16) Profiles Project (Kyrah, Rachel) - Jim Cook, Bill B, Susan W, Alexis H, Victoria, Dyana, Al, Rachel
We were again reminded to submit a profile if you have not already done so.

17) Community Ideas Column TCP Gina will be informing the editors of the TCP that she will be replacing Amanda Archer as the editor of the TCP column on Community Ideas
18) Social Media and Facebook Page (Michael L)

Michael L asked that we disseminate his recent post on Facebook and asked for ideas for our Facebook page to be sent to him.

Not all agenda topics were able to be were addressed within the time allotted for the meeting.

Minutes prepared by:

Gloria Levin
Next meeting:  Friday, October 19, 2012 @ 2pm Eastern;1pm Central;12pm Mountain;11am Pacific; 8am Hawaii

Tasks for everyone from Sept 2012 CPPC teleconference:

Send rec’s for grad school survey, esp re metrics to Rhonda Lewis

Active members: Submit your ballot for CPPC co-chair to Tom Wolff

Recruit nominees for CPPC’s rep to the Exec Comm; to Tom Wolff

ID (and join initiative to support) new CP grad programsto Tiffeny Jimenez

Think of biennial proposals

ID outlets for media group to Bill B. and Olya R-R

Rec practitioners to be SCRA policy experts to Policy Int Gp

Submit blog postings to Gina C.

Contact Sharon H with mini-grant proposal ideas

Volunteer to review 2013 APA/SCRA convention proposals to Susan Wolfe

If not done yet, submit your practice profile to Kyrah

Disseminate and provide ideas for CPPC/Facebook content to Michael Lemke
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Conference Call Agenda

Friday, October 19, 2012 Conference Call Agenda

2pm Eastern; 1pm Central; 12pm Mountain; 11am Pacific; 8am Hawaii
1-866-485-7855  or 1-719-457-6899:  participant pass code:  846500

The Practice Group is grateful to SCRA for supporting the costs of our conference calls. Thanks.

Announcements & Welcome New Members!

1) Practice Council Representative to the Executive Committee update (Bill N, Susan, Jim Cook)

· Hiring an ED

· Financial Status of SCRA

· Ideas about transparency of EC activities

· Strategic planning

· Updating the Website for SCRA (w/ Roger Mitchell)

· Competencies

2) Community Psychology Practice Council Leadership Evolution

· Election results for  Co-Chair 

· Election of new Community Psychology Practice Council Representative to EC 

3) Community Psychology Competencies (CPPC/CEP – Tom & Jim Dalton) Amanda Archer, Dawn Henderson, Andy Hostetler, David Julian, Rhonda Lewis, Al, Gregor Sarkisian) Need to convne group with CEP at request of Jim Cook.
4) CEP Collaboration/Changing Community Psychology Graduate Training (Tiffeny, Judah, Al, Jim D, Gregor, Greg &Tom)  New proposal with CEP in combination with

            Ad Hoc Work Group on New Community Psychology Programs (Shep)

5) Brainstorm for Miami Biennial June 2013  

6) Media Group (Bill B., Dawn, Olya, Suzette, Mike)
7) Online Community Psychology Education (Bill Berkowitz and others)
8) Profiles Project (Kyrah, Rachel) - Jim Cook, Bill B, Susan W, Alexis H, Victoria, Dyana, Al, Rachel
            Need/Opportunity: All of us need to add our profiles! Updates on profiles posted and re-formatting.

9) Global Journal of Community Psychology Practice (Vince, Tom) Victoria, Liesette, Dyana
       Need/Opportunity: Recruiting submissions from abroad

10) SCRA Webpage – Online Forums and Blog (Zach) Kyrah, Gina, Sharon
       Need/Opportunity: Blog Contributors 

11) Mini-Grants (Bill N, Sharon)
12) CP Practice Book (Susan & Victoria)
13) Material for next TCP (Susan, Jim Dalton)
14) Early Career Initiative (Gloria)
15) SCRA Policy Group Update (Tom, Chris)
16) Value Proposition Proof of Concept/Employment Outlook Survey (Bill Neigher, Sharon Hakim)

17) Community Internships (Chris, Victoria, Gloria, others?)
18) Ask an Advisor

19) Community Psychology Practice Council: Facebook & Social Media – Mike Lemke

20) Schedule next meeting

· Friday, November 16, 2012 @ 2pm Eastern;1pm Central;12pm Mountain;11am Pacific; 8am Hawaii
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