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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Job Title

Independent Consultant, Professor Emeritus

Workplace

The Community ToolBox; University of Massachusetts-Lowell

Location

Lowell, Massachusetts

Email Address

Bill.Berkowitz@uml.edu

Website

None

Professional
Affiliations

Society for Community Research and Action (Division 27 of APA)

Please describe the work you do, for pay, as a community psychologist,
including the setting(s) where you work?
I teach courses in community psychology and related topics at UMass/Lowell. I also
consult to Community Tool Box

What training/education do you have in community psychology?
I have 35+ years in teaching, writing, researching, administering, consulting, program
development, and action in community practice
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Please describe how your training/education contributed to your work as a
community psychologist. What do you view as the most important skills
you learned in your training as a community psychologist.
In contrast to many others, I was trained as an experimental psychologist working in
animal laboratories. I learned much about scientific methodology and the values and
limitations of research that remains with me to this day.

What other experiences or training have contributed to or enhanced your
ability to work as a community psychologist?
Practical work in multiple settings and in multiple communities, including work in my
own home community as a citizen and low-level elected public official (Town Meeting
Member)

Are there other ways you use your community psychology background and
training, either unpaid or in paid roles other than your primary work?
Through involvement in my own community and neighborhood, and in the public policy
arena

What advice might you give to students or people considering community
psychology as a career?
It's a great way to make a living and lead a life! And it's a life-long activity, for there's
always plenty of good work to do!

Is there anything else you would like to say about your role as a community
psychology practitioner?
It calls upon the full range of capacities one has as a human being - upon technical
abilities, practical skills, and research knowledge, but also upon personal qualities such
as passion and determination.
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